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Friday 17th March 2017 
From Mrs May 

Two weeks ago, I shared our 11+ successes in the newsletter. Today, 
I have more academic good news to share with you. This week, many 
of the children in KS1 and KS2 have completed reading, spelling and 
writing tests. These help us to be sure that the children are making the correct 
progress. If a child performs better or worse than expected, we can adjust our teaching 
accordingly. The tests are marked and children given a standardised score. A score of 100 means 
that the child is average, according to all children in England. The average at Longwood is around 
110, although it varies slightly with each cohort. If a child has gained or lost 5 points or more since 
the last test, they flag up on my data tracking sheet in green or red. I am delighted to report that out 
of 57 children who have taken tests, 31 flagged up as green for reading and 19 flagged up as green 
for spelling, meaning that these children have made better than expected progress. 7 have flagged 
up as red for reading and 5 for spelling, so we will be looking at what these children need in order to 
get them back on track. The rest of the children have made expected progress. These results are 
very encouraging and confirm what we already believe, ie that teaching and learning at Longwood 
are very good.  

It has been a busy week for FS and UKS2. Both classes went to Mountfitchet Castle together on 
Monday and had a wonderful day. Photographs show the children having fun and learning all about 
castles in the beautiful sunshine. Today, both classes joined for assembly, to teach us about some of 
the things they have learnt. It was lovely seeing the buddy system in full swing. We also all enjoyed 
the premier performance from our new cheerleading club, at the end of the assembly. Thank you to 
Mrs Bresler, Miss Stentiford, Mrs Jaffer and Miss Taylor; it was a real team effort. 
 
The chicks have continued to entertain everyone and we have enjoyed watching them grow and 
develop. Although the initial arrangement was for us to keep them for two weeks, we have fallen in 
love and have managed to organise things so that we can keep two of them for another week. We 
are delighted that they are all going to good Longwood homes. 
 

Summer Fete 

Please note that the date of the fete has changed to 24th July. Please update your diaries accordingly. 

Apologies for any inconvenience causes. 

Friends of Longwood 

A reminder that the mini movie night and main movie night are happening this evening.  The main 

movie night will be finishing at 8.30pm so please arrive to collect your children promptly.  Doors 

open at 6.50pm.  Anyone arriving early will be placed into After School Club. 

We have lots coming up in the Summer term so keep an eye on the newsletter for information.  Or, 

if you haven't already joined our Facebook page please do! It is a great way to ensure you keep up to 

date with what is happening. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsoflongwood/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsoflongwood/
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Nursery News 

Cherry children have been learning about life on the farm. Many craft activities have been enjoyed 

including painting pigs, printing cows and sticking woolly sheep. As well as this, the children have 

heard different stories all about farms, the types of animals that live there and all the different 

noises they make. The added bonus of having the chicks hatch last week has been a delightful 

experience for all the children and staff, fitting in perfectly with our activities. 

 

UKS2 and FS Visit to Mountfitchet Castle – by Sara and Emma 

Today, UKS2 and FS went to Mountfitchet Castle. 

When we got there, UKS2 and FS were separated.  

When we got to the entrance of the castle, we saw 

some heads hanging from spikes. We also saw a coat 

of arms, which is a design that knights put on their 

shields so that people can tell them apart from a 

different army. There were deer and goats grazing on 

the grass outside. 

Then we went in. First we saw the basket makers. We 

could hear a person talking on speakers about what 

the basket makers do. Hanging on some of the walls, 

we saw some weapons. 

There were lots of little huts on the castle grounds. We went to the kitchens inside the huts and we 

saw the people preparing the food. We also went to lots of other huts, like the Church, the 

Blacksmiths, the Candle Makers, the Woodcutters, the torture chambers, the Prison, the Surgeons 

and the Tailors. 

We also went to the Herb garden and we saw the herbs being planted. In each of the places, we 

heard a person talking on speakers talking about that place. There were also trebuchets and 

catapults on the ground and there were chickens and cockerels roaming about everywhere. 
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We went in the Towers of the Castle. Each tower had 

something different inside it. There was the armoury (where 

all the weapons are kept). One of them had the sword in the 

stone and we tried to get it out, nobody managed though! 

Then we went over the drawbridge and into the keep where 

we saw the Baron’s bedroom. 

Then we had our lunch on benches outside. During lunch, we 

spotted a peacock. 

Then the Year 6 left with their buddies while Year 5 

pretended to have a battle. Then we all got put into groups 

and we were allowed to visit all the places that we liked 

again. We all had a lovely day! 

Congratulations 

We are all still mad about the chicks and this week, Eloise (FW) painted a picture of the chicks at 
home and wrote a sentence about them. Well done, Eloise, your painting and handwriting are both 
great! 
History has been made this week as I have awarded a sticker to a whole class. LKS2 have produced a 
book about the Vikings. Every single page is full of interesting, well-researched and well-written 
information and it all looks fantastic. The ICT skills of our children are impressive. The book is in the 
LKS2 classroom, so pop by and take a look. 
Thomas (LKS2) has also earned an individual award for making excellent progress with his reading. 
We are all very proud of Thomas. Learning to read has not been easy for him but he has persevered 
and is now reaping the rewards of his hard work. 

Vision Screening 

Parents of children in FS and KS1 should have received information via Parentmail about vision 
screening. Please get in touch if you have not had this message. 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 17th March 6pm – 6.35pm Mini Movie Night For all FS children 

Friday 17th March 7pm Movie Night For all KS1 & KS2 
children 

Friday 24th March All day Red Nose Day Please wear 
something red and 
bring in £1 

Tuesday 16th May All day KS1 & LKS2 visit to the 
Discovery Children’s 
Story Centre 

The cost is £14 and 
this will be added to 
your invoice. Children 
need a packed lunch 



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 19th May Evening Mums’ Night Out Details to follow but 
please hold the date 

Thursday 25th May Morning Gym display For KS1 and KS2 
parents – very low 
key, details to follow 

Wednesday 7th June All day KS1 trip to Gulliver’s 
Dinosaur and Farm 
Park 

The cost is £27 and 
this will be added to 
your invoice. Children 
need a packed lunch 

Monday 12th June All day LKS2 to Affinity Water Children need a 
packed lunch. Cost to 
follow soon 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential trip 
to PGL Osmington Bay 

More details to follow 

Friday 23rd June During the school day FT & FW visit to 
Woodside Park Farm 

Children need a 
packed lunch in a 
disposable bag. The 
cost of this trip is £16. 
This will be added to 
your invoice 

Saturday 24th June 12-3pm in the school 
grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery 
and school families 
and friends 

Tuesday 27th June Morning Swimming gala For KS2 parents – very 
low key, details to 
follow 

Thursday 29th June Late morning and 
lunchtime 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch 
games and share 
picnic lunch 

Thursday 29th June Lunchtime and 
afternoon 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share 
picnic lunch and 
watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 
3.30. 

Friday 30th June 5.30-6.30 Mini disco  For FT/FW and FS 

Friday 30th June 7-9pm Main school disco For KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 4th July 9.05 – 9.30 FT class assembly All parents welcome 

Thursday 6th July  9.05 - 9.30 FW class assembly All parents welcome 

Thursday 6th July  Evening Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to 
attend. Parents and 
friends all welcome. 

Sunday 10th Sept Cassiobury Park, 12pm 
onwards 

FoL Family Picnic Bring your own picnic. 
Come and have fun 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 5th Oct 7pm at school Open Evening Please spread the 
word. This event is for 
potential Longwood 
parents. Year 5/6 
children to attend. 

 


